
Church disability inclusion update August 2019 

By an anonymous contributor 

Events: Inclusive Church’s annual Disability Conference 

‘Thinking Differently About God: Neurodiversity, Faith and Church’ 

Saturday 12 October 2019, St Martin-in-the-Fields Church, London 

Neurodiversity is the idea that there are natural variations in the way 

people think and process information.  These include autism, ADHD, 

dyslexia and dyspraxia, and Tourette's - each a particular combination of 

needs and gifts. We'll be exploring our understanding of God and sharing 

experience of discovery, discrimination and discernment. 

Further details at https://www.inclusive-church.org/disability-conference-

2019  

Courses 

 

1) Disability inclusion training: ‘Enabling Church’  

A flexible 8-session course to help churches share 

mission and ministry with disabled people.  The 

course pack costs £25  

https://www.throughtheroof.org/shop/enabling-

church-course  

2)  Mental health Bible study: ‘Lifting the Lid’  

A free study resource to help churches explore the 

topics of emotional and mental wellbeing, using 

the Bible as a guide 

https://livability.org.uk/resources/lifting-the-lid 

 

Guides 

1)  ‘More than welcome’ 

A free guide for churches on how to deepen 

relationships with disabled people and build a 

church where everyone belongs 

https://livability.org.uk/landing/more-than-

welcome  

2)  ‘Belonging’ 

A free guide on how to include children, young 

people and young adults with additional needs in 

your church 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/our-work-

in-britain/children-and-youth/belonging  
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Groups 

 

1) Edinburgh and the Lothians Roofbreaker Network 

• A grassroots group of church disability inclusion 

activists who are supported by UK charity 

Through the Roof 

https://www.throughtheroof.org   

• Next meeting is on Saturday 9 November at 1pm 

at Barclay Viewforth Church, 1 Wright's Houses, 

Edinburgh EH10 4HN 

• Contact Elaine Rumney 

elaine_rumney@blueyonder.co.uk 

• https://www.facebook.com/pg/ELDMnMNetwor

k  

 

2) Scottish Churches Disability Group 

• A Scottish charity that promotes the full inclusion 

of people with any form of disability or 

impairment in the worship and community life of 

all Christian churches in Scotland  

• AGM is at St John's Episcopal church on Lothian 

Rd. on Saturday 21 September 2019 at 2pm 

• Guest speakers: members of Edinburgh and 

Lothians Roofbreakers Network; Ian White, 

Christian musician and founder of Inspiration 

Orchestra   

• There is no charge for this event, but please 

book a place by contacting Scott Gillies, SCDG 

Secretary, at secretary@scdg.org.uk tel. 0131 669 

3301 or 07584 139 587. 

• http://scdg.org.uk  

 

3) Prospects Across Scotland - for people with learning 

disabilities 

https://www.prospectsacrossscotland.org.uk  

• Runs 2 groups in Edinburgh - please see below  

• Both groups are happy to welcome new 

members   

• Please let the leaders know if you are planning 

to attend for the first time   

➢ Connect Plus  

• Meets every second Tuesday evening 7 - 

8.45 pm at Barclay Viewforth Church of 

Scotland, 1 Wright's Houses, Tollcross, 

Edinburgh EH10 4HR 
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• Resumes on Tuesday 3 September  

• Contact Barclay Viewforth church office 

on 0131 229 6810 or submit an enquiry at 

http://www.barclayviewforth.org.uk/conta

ct-us  

 

➢ Central Edinburgh Prospects Group 

• Normally meets on the first Friday evening 

of the month, 7.30 - 9.00 pm at Community 

Church Edinburgh, CCE King's Hall, 41a 

South Clerk Street, Edinburgh, EH8 9NZ.  

However please note that the first meeting 

after the summer will actually be on 

Monday 9 September  

• Contact Community Church Edinburgh 

church office on tel. 0131 466 8660 / email 

office@cce.community 

Activities 

 

1) Sunday Space - for children with autism and 

their families 

https://www.centralchurch.co.uk/missional-

community/sunday-space  

• A welcoming and friendly space for children 

with autism and their families to come 

together, enjoy community and encounter 

Jesus 
• Meets at Central Church, Central Hall, 2 West 

Tollcross, Edinburgh EH3 9BP on the first 

Sunday of the month 10.30am – 12 noon, 

resuming on Sunday 6 October 
• Contact sundayspace@mail.com   

 

2) Square Wholes Ceilidhs - for adults with 

disabilities 

https://www.centralchurch.co.uk/missional-

community/square-wholes 

• Simple ceilidh dancing, singing, a bible story 

and snacks 

• Run by Central Church 3 times a year.  Next 

one is on Friday 15 November, 7 – 8.30pm at 

Gorgie Dalry Stenhouse Church of Scotland, 

190-192 Gorgie Road, Edinburgh EH11 2NX 

• Contact squarewholesedinburgh@gmail.com 
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